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BOOK REVIEWS. 



Report of the Twenty-ninth Annual Meeting of the 
American Bar Association. Philadelphia: Dando Print- 
ing & Publishing Company. 1906. 2 Vols. Pp. 836 and 466. 

This report includes the transactions of the St. Paul meeting 
of the Association. The record of the new statute law enacted 
during the past year, as set forth in the address of the pres- 
ident, George R. Peck, Esq., indicates clearly the alarming ten- 
dency of our law makers to pass many ill-considered and 
unnecessarily voluminous acts. This aspect of the new legisla- 
tion is also emphasized by the paper by Hon. Alton B. Parker 
on "The Congestion of Law," in which the causes which have 
led to these conditions are carefully analyzed. The first volume 
contains also the reports of the usual committees, and the 
second the proceedings in detail of the various section meet- 
ings, including the valuable address of William Draper Lewis, 
Esq., as chairman of the Section on Legal Education on "Legal 
Education and the Failure of the Bar to Perform its Public 
Duties." 

R. D. J. 



The Lunacy Law of the World. By J. A. Chaloner. 
Roanoke Rapids, N. C. : Palmetto Press. 1906. Pp. xxviii, 

348 (unbound). 

The purpose of this author is to call to the attention of law- 
yers and of citizens generally the "atrocious spectacle of an 
utter disregard for the very first elementary principles of com- 
mon law, common justice and common sense" (p. xx). The 
central point in this lurid picture is the failure of the statutes 
of many states and foreign countries to require that specific 
personal notice shall be given to every alleged lunatic of the 
initiation of lunacy proceedings. The attitude of the author 
can hardly be considered impartial, in view of his extravagant 
language. Furthermore, his statements are sometimes mis- 
leading. For example, in the list of states where "no notice, 
express or implied, shall be given the alleged lunatic or the 
alleged incompetent" (p. xviii), is included Pennsylvania. As 
to incompetent persons, this is clearly an error, for both the 
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